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ABSTRACT 



The invention provides a television receiver which com- 
prises a setting key to be manipulated for setting RATING 
information, a decoder 4 for extracting RATING informa- 
tion from V-chip signal, a memory 5 for storing RATING 
information, and a control circuit 1 for reading RATING 
information from the decoder 4 when the user depresses the 
setting key and storing the read RATING information in the 
memory 5. This construction assures a facilitated procedure 
for setting RATING information and enables the user to set 
desired RATING information even if the user fails to under- 
stand the meanings of the symbols representing the RATING 
information, further enabling the user to reliably prohibit 
viewing of programs of a level contemplated by the user. 

6 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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PROGRAM VIEWING REGULATION 
DEVICE AND TELEVISION RECEIVER 
EQUIPPED WITH THE DEVICE 

5 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to program viewing regu- 
lation devices which are adapted to check whether a prohi- 
bition is laid against viewing a program and to prohibit JQ 
viewing the program upon finding the prohibition, and 
television receivers equipped with the device. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In recent years, regulations called V-chip are to be for- 15 
mulated into a law in North America to prevent children 
from viewing television programs for adults which contain 
presentations involving violence or sexual expression. 
According to the V-chip regulations, it is required that 
viewing prohibiting information termed "RATING" and 20 
relating to the age limit for viewing, wording, etc. be 
superposed for each program on the television signal in the 
21st horizontal section of vertical blanking period in the 
second field of the signal (see "EI A STAND ARD"EIA-608- 
1994 ELECTRONIC INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION). 

In receivers for such television broadcast signals, the user 
manipulates the remote controller in advance to set RATING 
information relating to a particular program on which a 
prohibition is to be laid against viewing. The images of 
programs having RATING information corresponding to the 
set RATING information will not be displayed on the screen 
thereafter and can not be viewed even if such a program is 
selected by children. 

FIG. 6 shows the RATING information setting frame 82 
to be presented on the screen of the television receiver 
described for use in setting RATING information. The 
RATING information contained in the television broadcast 
signal is represented by LI to L6 and A to F. LI to L6 
indicate viewing prohibition levels, and A to F indicate 
categories on which a prohibition is to be laid against 
viewing. The levels L2 to L6 are set, for example, according 
to the age; "L2" is a viewing prohibition level for children 
up to 14 in age, and "L5"is a prohibition level for children 
up to 7 in age. The age decreases gradually from LI toward 
L6. As to the categories A to F, on the other hand, violence 
is represented, for example, by "C/* and wording by "D." 

The user manipulates the remote controller to display the 
RATING information setting frame 82 of FIG. 6 on the 
screen first, and further manipulates the controller to select 
levels for some of the categories to set RATING informa- 
tion. 

With the conventional television receiver described, the 
user needs to select levels for some of the categories of the 
RATING information by manipulating the remote controller 
a plurality of times as stated above, hence the problem of a 
cumbersome procedure for setting the RATING information. 

Further with the conventional television receiver 
described, the RATING information contained in the tele- 
vision signal is expressed by symbols such as "LI" to "L6" 
and "A" to "F\ so that the user needs to understand what 
these symbols mean before setting. Thus there is the prob- 
lem that the user is otherwise unable to set the desired 
RATING information. 

Additionally even if the user understands the meanings of 65 
the symbols representing the RATING information before 
setting the information, the level set by the user as intended 
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is likely to differ from the level actually realizing prohibition 
of viewing, with the resulting problem that children can not 
be reliably prohibited from viewing the program of the level 
contemplated by the user. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the present invention is to provide a device 
for regulating viewing of programs which assures facilitated 
procedure for setting viewing prohibiting information such 
as the RATING information contained in the V-chip signal 
and which enables the user to set desired RATING infor- 
mation even if the user fails to understand the meanings of 
the symbols representing the prohibiting information, fur- 
ther enabling the user to reliably prohibit viewing of pro- 
grams of a level intended by the user. 

The present invention provides a program viewing regu- 
lation device which comprises: 

a manual key to be manipulated for setting viewing 
prohibiting information, 

memory means for storing viewing prohibiting 
information, 

information processing means for extracting viewing pro- 
hibiting information from the video signal of a program 
being viewed when the manual key is manipulated and 
storing the extracted viewing prohibiting information 
in the memory means, and 
control means operable when the viewing prohibiting 
information is stored in the memory means to check 
whether a prohibition is laid against viewing a program 
based on the stored viewing prohibiting information 
and viewing prohibiting information contained in the 
video signal of the program and to make it impossible 
to view the program upon finding the prohibition. 
The present invention provides a television receiver hav- 
ing the program viewing regulation device. 

The regulation device has an output terminal connected to 
a image display unit and a speaker unit. The programs are, 
for example, television broadcast programs, and the viewing 
prohibiting information is the RATING information con- 
tained in the V-chip signal. 

When the user turns on the power supply switch of the 
television receiver, images of a program currently selected 
by the user are presented on the display unit, and the sound 
of the program is output from the speaker unit for the user 
to view the program. When the user depresses the manual 
key, for example, once upon judging that the program being 
viewed is of viewing prohibition level in this state, the 
information processing means extracts the RATING forma- 
tion from the video signal of the program being viewed upon 
detecting the depression and stores the extracted RATING 
information in the memory means. In this way, the RATING 
information is set. 

Accordingly, the user needs only to depress the manual 
key once as described above in setting the RATING 
information, hence a greatly facilitated setting procedure. 
Further when the user actually views a program and manipu- 
lates the manual key upon judging that the program is of 
viewing prohibition level, the RATING information of the 
program is extracted and set, so that the RATING informa- 
tion of intended level can be set by the user. 

When the user thereafter selects a desired program, the 
control means checks whether a prohibition is laid against 
viewing the program based on the RATING information 
contained in the television broadcast signal of the program 
and the RATING information stored in the memory means, 
making it impossible to view the program upon finding the 
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prohibition, or permitting viewing of the program upon 
finding no prohibition. Since the memory has stored therein 
the RATING information of the program actually viewed 
and judged to be of viewing prohibition level by the user, 
there will be no difference between the level set by the user 
and the level realizing prohibition of viewing, nor is it likely 
that a program of the viewing prohibition level contemplated 
by the user will be available for viewing. 

More specifically, the device comprises a setting cancel 
key to be manipulated for canceling the setting of the 
viewing prohibiting information, and erase means for eras- 
ing the viewing prohibiting information stored in the 
memory means when the setting cancel key is manipulated. 

When the user depresses the setting cancel key, for 
example, once to cancel the setting of the viewing prohib- 
iting information according to this specific construction, the 
erase means erases the RATING information stored in the 
memory means upon delecting the depression. In this way, 
the setting of the RATING information is canceled. 
According, the user needs to depress the setting cancel key 
only once in canceling the set RATING information, hence 
a very simple cancellation procedure. With the set RATING 
information this canceled, the control means permits view- 
ing of programs. 

As another specific feature, the device comprises: 

erase means for erasing the viewing prohibiting informa- 
tion stored in the memory in response to a command, 
and 

setting-cancellation control means for commanding the 
information processing means to extract and store the 
viewing prohibiting information when the manual key 
is manipulated in a state ready for viewing programs, or 
for commanding the erase means to erase the viewing 
prohibiting information when the manual key is 
manipulated in a state not ready to view programs. 
According to this specific construction, the user manipu- 
lates the manual key with the images of a program present 
on the image display unit and the sound of the program 
output from the speaker unit, whereon the information 
processing means starts to set the RATING information 
described in response to a command given by the setting- 
cancellation control means. 

On the other hand, when the user manipulates the manual 
key with no images of a program presented on the image 
display unit and with no sound of the program output from 
the speaker unit, the erase means starts to cancel the setting 
of RATING information described in response to a com- 
mand from the setting-cancellation control means. 
As another specific feature, the device comprises: 
erase means for erasing the viewing prohibiting informa- 
tion stored in the memory in response to a command, 
and 

setting-cancellation control means for alternately com- 
manding the information processing means to extract 
and store the viewing prohibiting information and 
commanding the erase means to erase the viewing 
prohibiting information, every time the manual key is 
manipulated. 

According to this specific construction, the setting- 
cancellation control means gives a command alternately to 
the information processing means and to the erase means 
every time the user manipulates the manual key, thereby 
causing the information processing means to set the RAT- 
ING information and causing the erase means to cancel the 
setting of the RATING information, alternately. 

Further stated specifically, the device comprises a display 
key to be manipulated to display the setting of viewing 
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prohibiting information, and image output means for out- 
putting a setting frame signal for visually displaying the 
viewing prohibiting information stored in the memory 
means when the display key is manipulated. 

s When the user manipulates the display key of this specific 
construction to display the setting of viewing prohibiting 
information, the image output means feeds a setting frame 
signal to the image display unit upon detecting the manipu- 
lation. Consequently, a setting frame indicating the current 

10 setting of RATING information is displayed on the display 
unit. This enables the user to visually recognize the current 
setting of RATING information. 

With the program viewing regulation device of the 
invention, viewing prohibiting information can be set by the 

is user through a facilitated procedure, Le., only by depressing 
the manual key, for example, once. Furthermore, desired 
viewing prohibiting information can be set even if the user 
fails to understand the meanings of symbols representing the 
viewing prohibiting information. Additionally, the device 

20 reliably prohibits viewing of programs of the level contem- 
plated by the user. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the construction of a 
signal output unit of a television receiver embodying the 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is a flow chart showing a procedure for presenting 
a program on the television receiver; 
30 FIG. 3 is a flow chart showing a RATING information 
setting-cancellation procedure according to a first embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 4 is a flow chart showing a RATING information 
setting-cancellation procedure according to a second 
35 embodiment; 

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a screen when a program is 
selected on which a prohibition is laid against viewing; and 

FIG. 6 is a view showing a RATING information setting 
frame. 

40 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 

An embodiment of the invention as applied to a television 
receiver will be described in detail with reference to the 
45 drawings. 

FIRST EMBODIMENT 

The television receiver according to the present embodi- 
ment is adapted to receive television signals having a V-chip 
50 signal superposed thereon. The V-chip signal contains RAT- 
ING information comprising LI to L6 and A to F as seen in 
FIG. 6. The television receiver of this embodiment is further 
adapted to set and cancel RATING information and to 
display on the screen a RATING information setting frame 
55 showing the setting of RATING information. 

With reference to FIG. 1 showing the television receiver, 
the television signal obtained by a tuner is first divided into 
a video signal and an audio signal. The video signal sepa- 
60 rated off is fed to a decoder 4 and to a video switch circuit 
6. The decoder 4 extracts the RATING information con- 
tained in the V-chip signal. 

On the other hand, the audio signal separated off is fed to 
an audio switch circuit 7. 
65 Connected to the decoder 4 is a control circuit 1, which 
has connected thereto a remote controller receiver 20 for 
receiving remote control signals from a remote controller 2, 
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a key input unit 3 having a plurality of manual keys, and a 
nonvolatile memory 5 such as a flash memory. The remote 
controller 2 and the key input unit 3 each have a setting key 
(not shown) for use in setting RATING information, a cancel 
key (not shown) for use in canceling the setting of RATING 
information, and a recognition key (not shown) for use in 
displaying the RATING information setting frame showing 
the setting of RATING information. 

When given a RATING information setting command by 
the remote controller 2 or key input unit 3, the control circuit 
1 stores the RATING information extracted by the decoder 
4. 

The control circuit 1 also checks in a specified cycle 
whether a prohibition against viewing is laid on a program 
selected by the user based on the RATING information 
extracted by the decoder 4 and the RATING information 
stored in the memory 5, and delivers to the video switch 
circuit 6 a notifying frame signal for showing on the screen 
that viewing is prohibited as will be described later upon 
finding the prohibition. 

Further when given a RATING information setting dis- 
play command by the remote controller 2 or key input unit 
3, the control circuit 1 feeds to the video switch circuit 6 a 
setting frame signal for displaying on the screen the setting 
of RATING information as will be described below. 

The video switch circuit 6 and the audio switch circuit 7 
are under the control of the control circuit 1. The video 
switch circuit 6 is alternatively settable in a first state 
permitting passage of the video signal from the tuner, or in 
a second state permitting passage of the notifying frame 
signal or setting frame signal from the control circuit 1. The 
video switch circuit 6 is set in the first state in the case where 
the control circuit 1 finds that viewing is not prohibited as 
described above, permitting the video signal from the tuner 
to be delivered to a CRT 8, whereas when the control circuit 
judges that viewing is prohibited, the video switch circuit 6 
is set in the second state, permitting the notifying frame 
signal or setting frame signal from the control circuit 1 to be 
delivered to the CRT 8. 

On the other hand, the audio switch circuit 7 can be turned 
on or off. The circuit 7 is turned on in the case where the 
control circuit 1 finds that viewing is not prohibited as 
described above, permitting the audio signal from the tuner 
to be output to the speaker 9, whereas when the control 
circuit judges that viewing is prohibited, the audio switch 
circuit 7 is turned off to discontinue the delivery of audio 
signal to the speaker 9. 

FIG. 2 shows a specific procedure to be performed by the 
control circuit 1 for showing a program. This procedure is 
repeated in a predetermined control cycle when the power 
supply switch of the television receiver is turned on. 

When the television receiver power supply switch is 
turned on, the RATING information currendy written to the 
memory 5 is read in step SI, followed by step S2 in which 
the RATING information of the program currently selected 
by the user is read from the decoder 4. An inquiry is then 
made in step S3 as to whether a prohibition is laid on the 
currently selected program against viewing based on the 
RATING information read in step SI and the RATING 
information read in step S2. When the inquiry is answered 
in the negative, the sequence proceeds to step S4 to set the 
video switch circuit 6 in the first state and turn on the audio 
switch circuit 7. Consequently, an audio signal is fed to the 
CRT 8 to display images of the currently selected program 
on the screen of the CRT 8, and an audio signal is fed to the 
speaker 9 for the speaker 9 to deliver the sound of the current 
program, permitting the user to view the program. 
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On the other hand, if the inquiry of step S3 is answered 
in the affirmative, step S5 follows to set the video switch 
circuit 6 in the second state, permitting the control circuit 1 
to deliver a notifying frame signal to the circuit 6, and to turn 

5 off the audio switch circuit 7. As a result, the notifying frame 
signal is fed to the CRT 8, which shows that viewing is 
prohibited on its screen 81 as seen in FIG. 5, and the delivery 
of the audio signal to the speaker 9 is discontinued for the 
speaker 9 to cease outputting the sound of the program, 

10 making it impossible to view the program. 

Next with reference to FIG. 3, a detailed description will 
be given of a RATING information setting-cancellation 
procedure which is a feature of the present invention. This 
procedure is executed repeatedly in a predetermined control 

is C y C le when the power supply switch of the television 
receiver is turned on. 

With reference to FIG. 3, an inquiry is first made in step 
SI as to whether the setting key has been depressed. When 
the user depresses the setting key to set RATING 

20 information, an affirmative answer is given in this step, and 
the sequence proceeds to step S14. 

The RATING information of the program currently 
selected is read by the decoder 4 in step SI 4, and thereafter 
stored in the memory 5 in step S15 to complete the proce- 

25 dure. In this way, the RATING information is set. 

When the inquiry of step Sll is answered in the negative, 
on the other hand, step S12 follows to inquire whether the 
cancel key has been depressed. When the user depresses the 

3(J cancel key to cancel the current setting of RATING 
information, an affirmative answer is given, followed by step 

516 in which the RATING information written to the 
memory 5 is erased to complete the procedure. Thus, the 
setting of RATING information is canceled. 

35 If the inquiry of step S12 is answered in the negative, on 
the other hand, step S13 follows to inquire whether the 
recognition key has been depressed. When the user 
depresses the recognition key to display on the screen the 
RATING information setting frame showing the setting of 

40 RATING information, an affirmative answer is given. Step 

517 then follows to set the video switch circuit 6 in the 
second state and feed a setting frame signal to the video 
switch circuit 6, whereby the procedure is completed. 
Consequently, the screen 81 of the CRT presents the same 

45 RATING information setting frame 82 as is displayed on the 
conventional television receiver in setting RATING infor- 
mation as seen in FIG. 6. 

If the user depresses the setting key on the television 
receiver according to the present embodiment while the 

50 program being shown has RATING information including 
level LI for category C and level L2 for category D, with the 
sound of the program output from the speaker, the inquiry of 
step Sll is answered in the affirmative, and the RATING 
information including level LI for category C and L2 for 

55 category D is written to the memory in step S15, during 
repeated execution of the procedure of FIG. 3. 

During repeated execution of the procedure of FIG. 2, 
step S3 finds that a prohibition against viewing is laid oo the 
program currently being shown on the screen, and step S5 

60 indicates the prohibition on the screen as shown in FIG. 5 
and ceases outputting the program sound from the speaker 9, 
making it impossible to view the program. 

Step S3 of FIG. 2 thereafter judges that a prohibition 
against viewing is laid on the particular program subse- 

65 quently selected by the user, rendering the program unavail- 
able for viewing, not only in the case where that program has 
RATING information of level LI for category C or RATING 
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information of level L2 as to category D, but also when the On the other hand, if the user depresses the setting- 
program has RATING information of level LI for category cancellation key with a prohibition against viewing is indi- 
D which level is stricter than level L2 in age limit. cated on the screen of the CRT 8 as shown in FIG. 5, the 

With the television receiver according to the resent inquiry of step S23 is answered in the affirmative. Step S26 

embodiment, RATING information can be set by the user 5 then follows to erase the RATING information written to the 

through a facilitated procedure, i.e., only by depressing the memory 5, whereupon the procedure is completed. In this 

setting key once as described above. way, the setting of RATING information is canceled. 

While viewing a particular program presented on the When a negative answer is given in step S21, step S22 

screen of the CRT 8, the user depresses the setting key when inquires whether the recognition key has been depressed. If 

judging that the program is of viewing prohibition level, 10 me USCT depresses the recognition key to display a RATING 

whereby the RATING information of the on-screen program information setting frame on the screen for showing the 

can be set upon extraction from the V-chip signal. This setting of RATING information, an affirmative answer is 

enables the user to set the desired RATING information even furnished, whereupon the sequence proceeds to step S27 to 

if failing to understand the meanings of the symbols repre- set me video switch circuit 6 in the second state and feed a 

senting the RATING information, i.e., LI to L6 and A to F. 15 setting frame signal to this circuit 6, whereby the procedure 

Furthermore, since the information set is the RATING * completed. As a result, the RATING information setting 

information of the program actually viewed by the user and ^T* 2 shoWn * FIG * 6 * on the scrcen of thc 

found to be of viewing prohibition level, there will be no K * 

difference between the level set by the user and the level According to the second embodiment described, the set- 
realizing prohibition of viewing, nor is it likely that a 20 ting procedure is performed when the setting-cancellation 
program of the viewing prohibition level contemplated by kev is depressed while program images are being presented 
the user will be available for viewing. on mc screen, whereas the cancellation procedure is 

When the user thereafter depresses the cancel key, the ex L e f ted w t h ^ a . the ^ting-cancellation key is depressed 

inquiry of FIG. 3, step S12 is answered in the affirmative, „ ^ hdc a Prohibition against viewing is on display However, 

and the RATING information written to the memory 5 is 25 ^ 7 de of setting-cancellation procedure is not limitative; 

erased in step S16. As a result, the inquiry of FIG. 2, step S3 11 15 &° P 055 "^ ^ execute the setting procedure when the 

is answered in the negative, and no program can be viewed. ^ting-cancellation key is depressed with no RATING infor- 

Thus, the set RATING information can be canceled merely maUon store ? m mem <7 t0 P erf ? rm «™£ 

by depressing the cancel key once, hence a very simple % la * on Procedure when the key is depressed with RATING 

cancellation procedure. 30 formation stored in the memory 5. 

Further when the recognition key is depressed, an affir- . Alternatively, it is possible to execute the setting proce- 

mative answer is given to the inquiry of FIG. 3, step S13, dure and tne can <;eUation procedure alternately every time 

and the RATING information setting frame 82 shown in tbe setung-canceUaUon key is depressed. 

FIG. 6 is displayed on the screen 81 of the CRT 8 in step 35 Although the present invention is embodied as television 

S17.Inthisframe82,levelLlismarkedforcategoryC,and receivers according to the first and second embodiments 

levelsLlandL2aremarkedforcategoryD.Thisenablesthe described, the invention is not Limited to this mode of 

user to visually recognize the current setting of RATING a F ^ caUon but can be a PP hed \ othe / ^ such as 

information VCRs (video cassette recorders) and video disk players. 

4o Further according to the first and second embodiments 

SECOND EMBODIMENT described, the present invention is embodied as television 

The television receiver according to the first embodiment receivers for use with analog broadcast signals containing 

has the setting key for setting RATING information and the RATING information, whereas this mode of application is 

cancel key for canceling the setting of RATING information, not limitative; the invention can be embodied as television 

while me television receiver of this embodiment has a single 45 receivers for digital broadcast signals containing viewing 

setting-cancellation key for setting or canceling RATING prohibiting information such as RATING information, 

information. The signal output unit of the television receiver The embodiments described above are intended to illus- 

of this embodiment has the same circuit construction as that trate the present invention and should not be construed as 

of the first embodiment shown in FIG. 1 and will not limiting the invention set forth in the appended claims or 

therefore be described again. 5Q reducing the scope thereof. The device or receiver of the 

FIG. 4 shows the RATING information setting- invention is not limited to the foregoing embodiments in 

cancellation procedure for the present receiver. construction but can of course be modified variously without 

As illustrated, an inquiry is made first in step S21 as to departing from the spirit of the invention as set forth in the 

whether the setting-cancellation key has been depressed. claims. 

When the user depresses the key to set or cancel RATING 55 Whal * claimed is: 

information, an affirmative answer is given, and step S23 1- Aprogram viewing regulation device which comprises: 

follows. a manual key to be manipulated for setting viewing 

An inquiry is made in step S23 as to whether a notifying prohibiting information, 

frame signal is being output. When the user depresses the memory means for storing viewing prohibiting 

setting-cancellation key while the program currently 60 information, 

selected is being shown on the screen of the CRT 8, the information processing means for extracting viewing pro- 
inquiry is answered in the negative, followed by step S24, in hibiting information from the video signal of a program 
which the RATING information of the program currently being viewed when the manual key is manipulated and 
selected is read by the decoder 4. The read information is storing the extracted viewing prohibiting information 
then written to the memory 5 in step S25, whereupon the 65 in the memory means, and 

procedure is completed. In this way, the RATING informa- control means operable when the viewing prohibiting 

tion is set. information is stored in the memory means to check 
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whether a prohibition is Laid against viewing a program 
based on the stored viewing prohibiting information 
and viewing prohibiting information contained in the 
video signal of the program and to make it impossible 
to view the program upon finding the prohibition. 

2. A program viewing regulation device according to 
claim 1 which further comprises: 

a setting cancel key to be manipulated for canceling the 
setting of the viewing prohibiting information, and 

erase means for erasing the viewing prohibiting informa- 
tion stored in the memory means when the setting 
cancel key is manipulated. 

3. A program viewing regulation device according to 
claim 1 which further comprises: 

erase means for erasing the viewing prohibiting informa- 
tion stored in the memory in response to a command, 
and 

setting-cancellation control means for commanding the 
information processing means to extract and store the 
viewing prohibiting information when the manual key 
is manipulated in a state ready for viewing programs, or 
for commanding the erase means to erase the viewing 
prohibiting information when the manual key is 
manipulated in a state not ready to view programs. 

4. A program viewing regulation device according to 
claim 1 which further comprises: 

erase means for erasing the viewing prohibiting informa- 
tion stored in the memory in response to a command, 
and 

setting-cancellation control means for alternately com- 
manding the information processing means to extract 
and store the viewing prohibiting information and 
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commanding the erase means to erase the viewing 
prohibiting information, every time the manual key is 
manipulated. 

5. A program viewing regulation device according to 
5 claim 1 which further comprises: 

a display key to be manipulated to display the setting of 
viewing prohibiting information, and 

image output means for outputting a setting frame signal 
10 for visually displaying the viewing prohibiting infor- 
mation stored in the memory means when the display 
key is manipulated. 

6. A television receiver equipped with a program viewing 
regulation device which comprises: 

15 a manual key to be manipulated for setting viewing 
prohibiting information, 
memory means for storing viewing prohibiting 
information, 

20 information processing means for extracting viewing pro- 
hibiting information from the video signal of a program 
being viewed when the manual key is manipulated and 
storing the extracted viewing prohibiting information 
in the memory means, and 

25 control means operable when the viewing prohibiting 
information is stored in the memory means to check 
whether a prohibition is laid against viewing a program 
based on the stored viewing prohibiting information 
and viewing prohibiting information contained in the 

30 video signal of the program and to make it impossible 
to view the program upon finding the prohibition. 

* * * + * 
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